
Derby Summer 2021 Book Order Form  
 

This summer we will continue our annual grade level reads, which are outlined in this 
flyer. Since we know that many students prefer their own physical copy of a book, we 
have organized a pre-order opportunity for each of these titles. ALL ORDERS MUST 
BE RECEIVED BY FRIDAY, MAY 14. Orders can be turned into your ELA teacher 
and/or the box labeled SUMMER BOOKS just inside the Derby main doors. The grade-
level novels will be available for pick-up before the end of the school year. More 
information about distribution will be sent in late May 
 
This order is OPTIONAL. All of the books are available for purchase at most book 
stores and on Kindle/Audible. We have also reached out to our local libraries, and they 
have all agreed to make extra copies of these titles available as ebooks, audiobooks, 
and physical copies. 
 
6th grade:  Refugee by Alan Gratz  ($6.25) 
Three different kids. One mission in common: Escape. Josef is a Jewish boy living in 1930s Nazi 
Germany. With the threat of concentration camps looming, he and his family board a ship bound for the 
other side of the world. Isabel is a Cuban girl in 1994. With riots and unrest plaguing her country, she and 
her family set out on a raft hoping to find safety in America. Mahmoud is a Syrian boy in 2015. With his 
homeland torn apart by violence and destruction, he and his family begin a long trek toward Europe. All 
three of these kids go on harrowing journeys. All face unimaginable danger.  However, there is always the 
hope of tomorrow. Although Josef, Isabel, and Mahmoud are separated by continents and decades, 
shocking connections will tie their stories together in the end. 
 
7th grade:  Harbor Me by Jacqueline Woodson  ($9.75) 
Six kids discover the power of sharing their secrets and their stories. It all starts when six kids are sent to 
a room for a weekly chat…. by themselves, with no adults to listen in. A father has gone missing, and that 
starts a conversation about the things causing angst in their lives. They find that they can express the 
feelings and fears they usually hide from the world. Together, they grow braver and more ready for the 
rest of their lives. Harbor Me digs in deep to show how so many of America’s social issues affect today’s 
kids and how they creatively learn to forge their way in spite of them.  
 
8th grade:  Lord of the Flies by William Golding  ($6.50) 
At the dawn of the next world war, a plane crashes on an uncharted island, stranding a group of 
schoolboys. At first, with no adult supervision, their freedom is something to celebrate. This far from 
civilization they can do anything they want. Anything. But as order collapses, as strange howls echo in the 
night, as terror begins its reign, the hope of adventure seems as far removed from reality as the hope of 
being rescued. 
 
 
If you have any questions, please feel free to reach out to Kathy Westerlund, 7th 
 grade ELA teacher, at kwesterlund@birmingham.k12.mi.us. 
 
 
Derby Middle School ELA Department 
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Derby Summer 2021 Book Order Form  

ALL ORDERS MUST BE RECEIVED BY FRIDAY, MAY 14 
 

Student Name: ________________________________________________________ 
  
Current ELA Teacher: __________________________________  ELA hour: ________ 
 
Parent Name: ______________________Parent Email: _________________________ 

 
_____ x $6.25   Refugee by Alan Gratz 
 
_____ x $9.75   Harbor Me by Jacqueline Woodson 
 
_____ x $6.50   The Lord of the Flies by William Golding 

 
 

Total: $_________        Check to Derby             Cash 
 


